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PREFACE

Except for the syndicated stories, I have located and read every item
listed in this bibliography. I have not listed the few items on Shirley Sargent’s
own 1980 bibliography which I have been unable to locate. Many of the
citations are incomplete, for they refer to items, mainly newspaper clippings
from Shirley’s files, which did not contain complete information.

All the materials listed here, except Shirley’s  books and  syndicated
stories, are now on file at the Yosemite National Park Archives in El Portal
for the use of researchers.

No doubt users of this bibliography will be as amazed as I was to discover
the astounding breadth, depth and quality of Shirley Sargent’s writings. I
hope it will be of some use to those who continue to cherish Shirley’s
legacy.

As a former librarian myself I am little short of amazed also at the
knowledge and perspicacity of the gracious librarians who helped me in
this endeavor at the following libraries, listed in alphabetical order: Glendale
Public Library; Holt Atherton Collection, University of the Pacific Libraries;
Interlibrary Loan Department, California State University at Long Beach
Library; Mariposa County Library, Mariposa; Pasadena City College
Library; Pasadena Public Library; Yosemite Research Library. I am
especially indebted to Kathy Chappell, Shirley Sargent’s niece, who
graciously provided me with access to Shirley’s files, and has greatly
encouraged me in this endeavor.

Fernando Peñalosa
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FICTION

1956 Pipeline Down the Valley. New York: Dodd, Mead & Company.
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Julian Messner, Inc.
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1963 Stop the Typewriters. Illustrated by Prue Theobalds. New York:
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York: Abelard-Schuman.
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1975 Yosemite & its Innkeepers; The Story of a Great Park and its
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1977 The Ahwahnee: Yosemite’s Classic Hotel. Yosemite: Yosemite

Park and Curry Company. [and 1982 and 1984, revised second
and fourth editions]
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1981 Galen Clark: Yosemite Guardian. Yosemite: Flying Spur Press.
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GUIDEBOOKS
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1984 Mariposa County Guidebook: Six Historical Tours of Mariposa
County. Yosemite: Flying Spur Press.

BOOKLETS AND REPRINTS

1974 Camp Curry, 1899-1974; Pictorial Story. Limited edition.
Reprinted from California Historical Quarterly, Summer, 1974.

1979 The Yosemite Valley Chapel. Centennial Brochure.
1989 The Yosemite Chapel, 1879-1979. Postscript by Rev. Ron

Creque. Rev. ed. Yosemite: Yosemite Community Church.
1977 Yosemite’s High Sierra Camps. Yosemite: Flying Spur Press.
1992 The Yosemite Chapel, 1879-1992. Postscript by Dale E. Paulsen.

Yosemite: Yosemite Community Church.
1999 Camp Curry Tour. (with Dean Shenk). July 18, 1999. Map and

pictures of Camp Curry.
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10

STORIES
SYNDICATED STORIES

All stories were published in December of the year indicated. None
of these syndicates is still in business, so it is not possible to ascertain
in which newspapers the stories may have appeared.

1949
“Christmas Present,” Western Newspaper Union.
“One Track Mind,” Western Newspaper Union.

1950
“An Old-Fashioned Christmas Eve,” Western Newspaper Union.
“That’s for Sure,” Western Newspaper Union.
“The Gondola,” Western Newspaper Union.

1951
“Christmas in January,” Western Newspaper Union.
“Romance in an Elevator,” Western Newspaper Union.
“The Magic Moment,” Western Newspaper Union.
“Trombone for Paris,” Western Newspaper Union.

1952
“Christmas Out,” Western Newspaper Union.
“Homemade Santa,” Western Newspaper Union.
“One of Them,” Western Newspaper Union.
“Sitter’s Eve—1952,” Western Newspaper Union.

1953
“Anniversary Present,” Western Newspaper Union.

1955
“Christmas Promise,” Community Press Service.
“Christmas Spirit,” Feature Publications, Inc.

1956
“On the Town,” Community Press Service.
“Ridiculous Present,” Community Press Service.
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“Cabin Christmas,” Feature Publications, Inc.
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 “Point in Time,” Feature Publications, Inc.
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1958
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1960
“Christmas Isn’t Every Day,” Feature Publications, Inc.
“Desert Christmas,” Feature Publications, Inc.
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“Charlie’s Wife,” Relief Society Magazine, February, 1953, pp. 89-94.
“Early Present,” Relief Society Magazine, October, 1956, pp. 664-665.
“Jasper, the ’34 Model,” Jack and Jill, January, 1950, pp. 65-67.
“Middle Child,” The Christian Home, June, 1952, pp. 16-17, 50.
“The Mail Train,” Pipes of Pan, June, 1947, p. 11.
“The Winner,” Improvement Era, November, 1951, pp. 800, 814, 816.
“25th Anniversary,” Swing, June, 1953, pp. 115-117.
“Twenty-One!” The Ave Maria, April 17, 1954, pp. 11-14.

POEMS

“Bless His Dear Little Pointed Head,” Pipes of Pan, June, 1948, p. 41.
“Evolution,” Woman’s Home Companion, November 1948, p. 1
“Evolution,” Pipes of Pan, June, 1949, p. 31



12

EARLY UNPUBLISHED STORIES IN
THE HOLT-ATHERTON COLLECTION

UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC LIBRARIES

“A Pet for Allison” [700 words, 10/24/5?, 2 pp.]
“Dauntless Dan” [760 words, 1/19/52, 2 pp.]
“Donation Dodger” [1300 words, 2/25/51, 3rd draft, 4 pp.]
“Double Identity” [3600 words, 2nd draft, 8/12/50, 10 pp.]
“Elly’s Orchard” [700 words, 2nd draft, 7/13/50, 2 pp.]
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“Last Day” [1550 words, 9/9/51/-3/6/52, 5 pp.]
“Levis” [3120 words 3/25/50, 2nd draft, 8 pp.]
“Mama’s Little Heart Murmur” [2100 words, 10/29-11/8/50?, 6 pp.]
“Me and Danny” [5 pp.]
“Now My Son” [1380 words, 2/26/51, 2nd draft, 4 pp.]
“Paddleboard Dick” [2600 words, 1/14-2/7/50, 3rd draft, 8 pp.]
“Real Gone” [755 words, 4/21/53, 2 pp.]
“Saul” [2nd draft 7/9/50, 4 pp.]
“Security-Minded” [about 2000 words,. 7 pp.]
“Soldier’s Return” [3400 words, 5th draft, 12/18/51, 9 pp.]
“Something to Fight For” [754 words, 2nd draft, 3/17/51, 3 pp.]
“Spring” [2300 words, 2nd draft, 9/7/50, 7 pp.]
“Stop the Presses” [590 words, 10/2/?, 2 pp.]
“The House that Wanted to Be a Home” [600 words, 2 pp.]
“The Mouse Girl” [700 words, 9/29/50, 2 pp.]
“The Only Way ” [2100 words, 5/4/50, 2nd draft, 6 pp.]
“The Record” [2200 words, 3/28/50, 6 pp.]
“The Runaway” [920 words, 4 pp.]
“The Station Wagon” [3200 words, 1/7-27/50, 7 pp.]
“The Sweet Pea” [2100 words, 4th draft, 6/10/50, 6 pp.]
“The Talking House” [1450 words, 10/21/50, 4 pp.]
“The Treasurer” [about 3500 words; 1/13-2/8/50, 11 pp.]
“Truth Doesn’t Pay” [360 words, 9/23-12/16/51, 2 pp.]
“This is a stinker!” [7/18/50, 11 pp.]
“Visitor’s Day” [1440 words, 3rd draft, 12/10/50, 4 pp.]
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“What a Character!” [1180 words, 5 pp.]
“Who’s Tricking Whom?” [1800 words, 3 drafts, 4/3/50, 7 pp., 5 pp., 7 pp.]
[Untitled] “Arch Ritter, a short wiry man...” 6/3/51, 11 pp.]
[Untitled] “When the doorbell rang...” [3300 words, 5/12/51, 4 pp.]

Another unpublished story, not part of the Holt-Atherton Collection, is
“Little Chief Rain in the Face.” 4 pp.

UNPUBLISHED BOOKS

1959 The Neighborly Reporter. Chapters I-III. About 6000 words, 27
pp. Early version of Stop the Typewriters. In Holt-Atherton
Collection.

1971? The Tree of Sargent. 67 pp. n. p. A family history.

UNPUBLISHED ARTICLES
(dates are approximate)

1990 “Muir and His Mentor, Jeanne Carr.” Intended as a contribution to
a book on Carr by Grace Larsen. 13 pp.

2002 “Bits and Pieces of My Life.” Incomplete MS, perhaps intended
as a book, but including much she published elsewhere. 36 pp.

2004 “Drama in Yosemite.” Incomplete MS dealing with the Yosemite
Centennial Theatre. 14 pp.
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July, 1983, v. 9. no. 9, p. 2.
“A Lesson for Dr. Sharsmith,” Yosemite News, 1973, v. 13, no. 7, p. 1.
“A Mariposa Childhood,” Mariposa Sentinel, February, 1970, v. 13, no. 1.
“A Moving Life in the Great Depression,” The Californians, January-

February, 1988, p. 31-34.
“A Note on John Muir,” Yosemite Nature Notes, March, 1957, v. 36, no. 3,

pp. 32-33.
“A Patient Pays Tribute to Margaret Rood in “To commemorate the twenty-

nine years of outstanding service of Margaret S. Rood to U. S. C. and to
Physical Therapy. Retirement party, October 12, 1972.” n.p., n.d.

“A Stagedriver of Yosemite,” Yosemite Sentinel, April, 1979, v. 5, no. 4, p.
5.

“A Yosemite Oldtimer [Bert Sault],” Yosemite Sentinel, August, 1976, v. 2,
no. 37, pp. 2-3.

“Basket Weaving Not Lost Art,” Mariposa Gazette, August 23, 1962, p.
15.

“Beauty and Bread,” Mariposa Gazette, August 21, 1969, p. 2.
“Big Oak Flat Road,” Mariposa Gazette, August 24, 1961, pp. 3-4.
“Bread & Butter Notes,” Yosemite Sentinel, May 18, 1966, p. 2.
“Camp Hoyle of Wawona,” Yosemite Sentinel, February, 1977, v. 3, no. 3,

pp. 4-5.
“Chapel Hosts Ordination,” Modesto Bee, August 23, 1966.
“Clark’s Chairs,” Mariposa Gazette, August 22, 1963, sec. 3, p. 3.
“Clark’s Station,” Pacific Historian, Winter, 1980, v. 24, no. 4, pp. 386-

395.
“Curry Village Began as ‘Poor Site’ for Camp.”
“Dame Shirley in Mariposa County (reprinted from “Side-Saddle Tourists

at Yosemite,” in Pacific Historian),” Mariposa Sentinel, January, 1969,
v. 12, no. 1, pp. 1, 3-4.

“Degnan’s Demise,” Mariposa Gazette, April 11, 1974, p. 5.
“Disaster in Foresta,” Yosemite, Summer, 1992, v. 54, no. 3, pp. 14-16.
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“Dr. Carl P. Russell,” Mariposa Gazette, June 22, 1967.
“‘Dunc’ Duncan, YNP Electrical Engineer Retires,” Mariposa Gazette and

Miner, December 12, 1976, sec. 1, p. 4.
“Fire Destroys Carl Stephens Home,” Mariposa Gazette, October 5, 1961,

p. 1.
“From Shirley Sargent,” in Anne Adams Helms, ed., Remembering Virginia.

(Salinas, CA: 2002), p. 52.
“Galen Clark at Wawona,” Mariposa Sentinel, July, 1963, v. 6, no. 3, pp. 1-

3.
“Galen Clark—Mr. Yosemite,” in Jack Gyer, ed. Yosemite, Saga of a Century,

1864-1964. Oakhurst: Sierra Star Press, 1964, pp. 19-20.
“Glacier Point Hotel a Memory,” Mariposa Gazette, July 17, 1969, p. 3.
“Gladys Gordon Mee,” Mariposa Gazette, November 20,1975, p. 6.
“Gladys Gordon Mee,” (reprinted) Sierra Star, November, 1975.
“Grant’s Visit to Mariposa in 1879,” Mariposa Gazette, April 21, 1960.
“Growing Up with a Physical Handicap,” in Becoming Female; Perspectives

on Development, ed. Claire Kopp and Martha Kirkpatrick. New York:
Plenum Press, 1979.

“Half Dome Yielded First to a Scotsman,” Fresno Bee, October 19, 1975.
“Half Dome Yielded First to a Scotsman,” (reprinted) Modesto Bee, October

31, 1975.
“High Point of Your Trip,” American Heritage, April, 1974, v. 25, no. 3,

pp. 44-47.
“Hiking Mount Dana,” Yosemite Nature Notes, December, 1950, v. 29, no.

1, pp. 112-115.
“How to Please a Senator,” Pacific Historian, Spring, 1971, v. 15, no. 1,

pp. 39-42.
“How to Restore a Graveyard,” Sierra Club Bulletin, June, 1961, v. 46, no.

6, pp. 6-7.
“In Memoriam Jean Hanna Clark, 1919-1976,” Pacific Historian, Spring,

1976, v. 20, no. 1, p. 109.
“Information Please,” Mariposa Gazette, August 23, 1962, p. 10.
“IOOF Hall Has 100the [sic] Birthday,” Mariposa Sentinel, November,

1968, v. 11, no. 1, pp. 2-3.
“Jean Hanna Clark, 1919-1976,” (reprinted) View from John Muir’s Window;

Newsletter of the John Muir Memorial Association, Martinez, CA,
March, 1976.

“Jessie Benton Frémont: First Lady of Mariposa County,” Mariposa
Sentinel, July, 1970.

“Jets and Gophers,” Mariposa Gazette, December 21, 1961, p. 3.
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“June Interlude,” Mariposa Gazette, July 17, 1969, p. 2.
“King Midget Takes the Hill,” Westways, August, 1980, v. 72, no. 8, pp.

62-64.
“Lee J. Verret,” Mariposa Gazette, June 23, 1977. p. 10.
“Life at South Entrance,” Yosemite Sentinel, February, 1980, v. 6, no. 2, p.

5.
“Link with the Past: Marjorie Curry Williams,” Yosemite Sentinel, August

15, 1975, p. 1.
“Literary Ladies,” Pacific Historian, May, 1965, v. 9, no. 2, pp. 97-101;

August, 1965, v. 9, no. 3, pp. 129-132.
“Little Known of Graveyard at Big Meadow,” Mariposa Gazette, August

22, 1957, sec. 2, p. 3.
“Little Nellie Falls,” Yosemite Nature Notes, August, 1958, v. 37, no. 8, pp.

107-108.
“Longtime Yosemite Mystery Solved,” Yosemite, Winter, 1986, v. 48, no.

1, p. 7.
“Looking Back on a Yosemite Winter,” Christian Science Monitor, April

20, 1966, p. 15.
“Mariposa’s Good Ole Days: Another Article on Mariposa and its Long

Time Residents; Yesterday in Yosemite,” Mariposa Gazette, May 27,
1976, p. 6.

“Mariposa’s Good Ole Days: Half Dome,” Mariposa Gazette, August 19,
1976.

“More on Carl,” Mariposa Gazette, November 24, 1993.
“Morgenson Wildflower Book Published,” Yosemite Sentinel, March 19,

1976, v. 17, no. 2, p. 3.
“Mountain Days,” Mariposa Gazette, July 3, 1969, p. 4.
“Mountain Woman,” Mariposa Sentinel, April 30, 1960, v. 3, no. 2, p. 3;

July 15, 1960, v. 3, no. 3, pp. 2-4.
“Mountaineering Indulgence,” Tehipite Topics, June, 1966.
“Mr. Pipe Linings,” [obituary of Robert Sargent] The Pipe Liner, July, 1973,

v. 12, no. 2. p. 1.
“Muir on the Coulterville Trail,” Mariposa Gazette, June 19, 1969.
“Muir’s First Summer in Sierra,” Mariposa Gazette, June 12, 1969, p. 2.
“New High Country Highway Replaces Old Tioga Road,” Mariposa

Gazette, June 15, 1961, p. 1.
“Nothing but Rocks,” Mariposa Gazette, December 17, 1959, sec. 3, p. 3.
“Nothing but Rocks,” Yosemite Nature Notes, November, 1951, v. 30, no.

11, p. 109.
“Nursery Continues Activities,” Pasadena Chronicle, October 1, 1947, v.
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42, no. 3, p. 2.
“Old Letters, New History,” Missouri Historical Review, April, 1963, pp.

304-307.
“Old Master of Yosemite [Gunnar Widforss] Yosemite Sentinel, December,

1977, v. 4, no. 2, p. 3.
“On the Sherlock,” Mariposa Gazette, November 3, 1966.
“100 Years at Camp Curry,” Yosemite Guide, April 16-June 21, 1999, pp.

1-16.
“Pasadena Reports,” Southern Sierran, 1957-1958. Sometimes headed

“Pasdena Group,” these columns were written about the activities of
Pasadena members of the Sierra Club, of which Shirley was an active
member: 3/57, 6/57, 7/57, 10/57, 12/57, 2/58, 4/58, 5/58, 12/58.

“Past and Present in Our Valley,” California Historian, June 1971, v. 17,
no. 4, pp. 71-75.

“Pathway in the Sky, by Hal Roth,” California Historical Society Quarterly,
December, 1966, v. 45, no. 4, pp. 367-368.

“People of the Past [Herbert Earl Wilson and Elsie May Hoyle] Yosemite
Sentinel, March, 1980, v. 6, no. 3, p. 7.

“Perpetual Wonder,” Yosemite Sentinel, July 23, 1965.
“Picture from the Past: Ahwahnee Hotel at War,” Yosemite Sentinel, May

16, 1975, p. 3.
“Picture from the Past,” [Jack Ring] Yosemite Sentinel, March 14, 1975, p.

3.
“Picture from the Past: Jean Hanna Clark, 1919-1976,” Yosemite Sentinel,

February 20, 1976, v. 2, no. 13, p. 3.
“Picture from the Past,” [Rusty Rust] Yosemite Sentinel, March 1979, v. 5,

no. 3, p. 5.
“Picture from the Past: Yosemite Valley Schools,” Yosemite Sentinel, April

18, 1975, p. 3.
“Picture from the Present,” [Ryoko Azuma] Yosemite Sentinel, August 1,

1975, v. 44, no. 1.
“Pictures from the Past,” [Armistice, 1918] Yosemite Sentinel, March 7,

1975, p. 2.
“Pictures from the Past,” [elk] Yosemite Sentinel, April, 1977, v. 3, no. 5, p.

3.
“Pictures from the Past: Gladys Gordon Mee, 1919-1975,” Yosemite

Sentinel, November 28, 1975, p. 2.
“Pictures from the Past,” [Grand Opening of the New Village Store, 1959]

Yosemite Sentinel, March 14, 1975, no. 16, p. 3.
“Pictures from the Past,” [Onas Ward] Yosemite Sentinel, April, 1978, v. 4,
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no. 6, pp. 4-5.
“Pictures from the Past: The Birdman of Yosemite,” Yosemite Sentinel,

January 16, 1976, v. 2, no. 8, p. 3.
“Pictures from the Past: Yosemite Lodge in 1915,” Yosemite Sentinel,

February 7, 1975, p. 3.
“Pictures from Yosemite’s Past: Galen Clark’s Photograph Album,”

California Historical Society Quarterly March, 1966, v. 45, no. 1, pp.
31-40.

“Pike Phillips Had Unique Place in Yosemite’s History,” Mariposa Gazette,
August 25, 1960, sec. 4, p. 4.

“Portrait of a Yosemite Pioneer,” Yosemite, July, 1985, v. 47, no. 18, pp. 5-
6.

“Preservation or Prostitution,” Mariposa Gazette, February 23, 1961, p. 4.
“Residents of Area Restore Graveyard at Big Meadow,” Mariposa Gazette,

October 30, 1958, p. 1.
“Return of a Native [Mae Kenney Butler] Yosemite Sentinel, September

1976, v. 2, no. 39, p. 2.
Series of articles based on Yosemite & its Innkeepers, in Yosemite Sentinel,

May, 1990, v. 16, no. 2, p. 3; July, 1990, v. 16, no. 3, pp. 5-6; October,
1990, v. 16, no, 4, pp. 1-7, 11-12.

“Services Held for James W. Johns[t]on,” Mariposa Gazette, October 30,
1975, p. 4.

“Seven Horses in Yosemite,” Auto Age, October, 1953, pp. 25, 58-59.
“Shirley’s Segments: The Road Builders; excerpted from Yosemite’s Historic

Wawona.” Yosemite Collector & Historical Quarterly, Summer, 2003,
v. 11, no. 3, pp. 6-8.

“Shirley’s Segments: Welcome to Yosemite,” Yosemite Collector &
Historical Quarterly, Fall 2003, v. 11, no. 4, p. 8.

“Side-Saddle Tourists at Yosemite,” Pacific Historian, Winter, 1968, v. 12,
no. 1, p. 6-12. (Reprinted in Mariposa Gazette.)

“Sierra Peak Named for Ansel Adams,” Sierra, May-June, 1985, pp. 78-
79.

“The Best Mountaineer,” Sierra Club Bulletin, May, 1962 v. 47, no. 4, pp.
3, 18.

“The Coulterville Road,” Yosemite Nature Notes, September, 1951, v. 30,
no. 9, pp. 87-90.

“The Day Before Yesterday,” Yosemite Sentinel, August, 1982, v. 8, no. 8,
p. 6.

“The Day Before Yesterday at Camp Curry, Yosemite Sentinel, April 23,
1976, v. 2, no. 22, p. 2; April 30, 1976, v. 2, no. 23, p. 4; May 21, 1976,
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v. 2, no. 26, p. 2; June 4, 1976, v. 2, no. 28, p. 2.
“The Good Old Days,” [ Indian Field Days] Yosemite Sentinel, March 28,

1975, v. 2, no. 18, p. 3.
“The Good Old Days,” [Kenneyville] Yosemite Sentinel, December 6, 1974,

p. 3.
“The Good Old Days,” [Ranger Bert Sault] Yosemite Sentinel, January 10,

1975, p. 2.
“The Minnie Pierce Story,” Mariposa Sentinel, April 1, 1962, v. 5, no. 2,

pp. 1-3.
“The Old Big Oak Flat Road; or, Yosemite’s Famous Control Road,”

Yosemite Nature Notes, July, 1950, v. 29, no. 7, pp. 68-71.
“The Other Side of Yesterday,” Yosemite, January, 1971, v. 41, no. 20, pp.

3-4.
“The Pathless Way: John Muir and American Wilderness,” Pacific Historian,

Spring, 1985,  v. 29, no. 1, p. 80.
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SHIRLEY SARGENT
July 12, 1927-December 3, 2004

Shirley Sargent needs no introduction to anyone who knows
anything about Yosemite history. But few know she had an established
reputation as a fiction writer even before she began to write about
Yosemite, and virtually no one knows the astounding breadth of her
work. This is the first attempt to document her achievements in as
complete a manner as possible.  Shirley had a good life, and enriched
the lives of all those she touched. She summarized her philosophy of
life in the words of the poet Edwin Markham*

I ride on the mountain tops, I ride.
I have found my life and am satisfied.

The rest of us should be so fortunate.

*From “The Joy of the Hills,” in his The
Man with the Hoe and Other Poems.


